WORSHIP

REMEMBER | WONDER | ADORE
FOCUS ON GOD

WORD & WONDER: THE LAMB AND THE SCROLL (REV 4-5)

This story is told in the “Godly Play” or “Children and Worship” style, with slow storytelling, simple
manipulatives, and time to wonder. It may be used as a children’s sermon or class story, or told during a
service to the entire congregation, using displayed images. These images are available to download.

Story

John was a follower of Jesus. He travelled around the world telling the
good news of Jesus Christ.

John went far away to the city of Ephesus to help people believe that
Jesus was the Christ, and to show them the way of the kingdom of God.
The people began to love God and each other so much that they met
together in groups, called churches, to worship God.

But some people didn’t like what John was saying. They arrested him.
They took John by boat to the island of Patmos. He couldn’t go home.
John was in exile.

John wrote to his friends while he was in exile. He wrote to them his
special vision of the kingdom of God.

This is part of John’s vision of the kingdom of God that he wrote to the
churches:

“l looked and saw a throne in Heaven and someone sitting on it... as
brilliant as gemstones... and around the throne were 24 elders and four
living beings who worshiped day and night, saying ‘You are worthy, O
Lord our God, to receive glory and honor and power. For you created all
things.

Then | saw a scroll in the hand of the one who was sitting on the throne,
and it was sealed with seven seals. An angel shouted, ‘Who is worthy to
break the seals on this scroll and open it?” But no one in heaven or on
earth or under the earth was able to open it.
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| began to weep, because no one was worthy. But one of the 24 elders
said to me, ‘Stop weeping! Look, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the heir
to David'’s throne, he has won the victory. He is worthy to open the
scroll and its seven seals.’

And | saw a Lamb standing between the throne and the beings, as if it
had been slain. He took the scroll, and all the elders and beings sang,
‘You are worthy to take the scroll and open it, for you were slain, and
your blood has ransomed people for God from every tribe and language
and people and nation.’

And millions of angels sang together, ‘Worthy is the lamb who was
slain-to receive power and riches and wisdom and strength and honor
and glory and blessing.’

And every creature everywhere sang, ‘Blessing and honor and glory and
power belong to the one sitting on the throne and to the Lamb forever
and ever. Amen.’

| wonder...

| wonder how John felt when he received this vision...

| wonder what it was like to stand before the throne... to see the one on the throne... and the
elders, and the living beings...

| wonder how John felt when no one could be found worthy to open the scroll...

| wonder what he felt when the elder told him the Lion of Judah was worthy... when he saw
the Lamb who was slain...

| wonder how Jesus can be both a Lion and a Lamb...

| wonder what makes him worthy...

| wonder what it was like to be among all the angels, and the elders, and the living beings, to
worship Jesus and say “Worthy is the Lamb...”

| wonder if you have ever sung or said those words... if you have ever gathered with God’s
people to worship Jesus... if you want to worship him now...

| wonder...

Inspired by Following Jesus: More About Young Children and Worship. Scripture quotations are the New
Living Translation.
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